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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SDEMSA

ARTICLE  I.   Name:

Section  1.   The  name  of  this  organiza tion  shall  be  the  South  Dakota
Emerge ncy  Medical  Service  Associa tion.

Section  2.   The  terri tory  limits  of  the  Association  shall  be  the  bounda rie s  of  
the  Great  State  of  South  Dakota.

ARTICLE  II.   Objective s  and  Purpos e s :

Section  1.   The  purpose  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  promote  bette r
communica t ion  between  all  EMS  personnel  and  the  communi ties
we  serve.

Section  2.   To  bring  to  the  member s  of  the  Association  the  knowledge  which
will  aid  each  member  in  unders t a n ding  and  coopera t ion  with  each
other ' s  agencies  to  achieve  their  respec t ive  goals.

Section  3.   To  repres e n t  the  best  interes t  of  all  its  membe rs .

Section  4.   To  provide  for  the  exchange  of  successful  ideas,  techniques ,
judgmen t s ,  and  decisions  among  its  member s .

Section  5.   To  foster  long  range  progra m s  of  education  in  the  area  of  
emerge ncy  services  to  all
concerne d .

ARTICLE  III.   Amendm e n t s:

Section  1.   This  Constitu t ion  may  be  amende d  at  any  annual  meeting  by  a  
two- thirds  (2/3)
affirmative  vote  of  the  member s  casting  a  ballot  who  are  presen t  at
the  Annual  meeting.

Section  2.   Amendme n t s  must  be  submitt ed  in  writing  to  the  Chairman  of  
the  Consti tu t ional  Revisions  Commit tee .   It  shall  be  the  
commit t ee ' s  responsibility  to  review  the  amend m e n t ,  prepar e  in  
prope r  languag e,  and  forward  to  member s  of  the  Executive  
Council.   Amendme n t s  shall  be  published  in  the  Associa tion  
newsle t t e r  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  Annual  meeting.
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BYLAWS  OF  THE  SDEMSA

ARTICLE  I.   Memb er sh ip:

Section  1.  There  shall  be  four  (4)  classes  of  member s hips  Active,  Associate ,  
Honorary  and  

                 Lifetime.

Subsec t ion  1.   Active  member s hip  shall  be  accorded  to  any  person  
having  complet ed  the  U.S.  Depar tm e n t  of  Transpor t a t ion  
Emerge ncy  Medical  Technician’s  course  (or  equivalent) ,  
and  curren t ly  certified  as  an  EMS  provider  by  the  South  
Dakota  Depar t m e n t  of  Health  or  their  state  of  residence  or
any  person  having  completed  a  South  Dakota  state  
approved  Emerge ncy  Medical  Responde r  course  or  
grea te r  training.  (Updated  10/15)

A. Only  active  member s  residing  with  the  state  of  South  Dakota  shall  be  
eligible  to  hold  an  elective  office  or  an  appointed  positon.  (Updated  10/17)

B. Active  membe r s hip  shall  include  those  persons  whethe r  or  not  they  reside  
within  the  bounda rie s  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota.

C. Member s hip  to  this  organiza tion  shall  not  be  rest ric ted  by  race,  sex,  or  
political  affiliation.

D. Member s hip  forms  may  be  obtained  online,  from  the  SDEMSA  Treasure r  or  
the  Treasur e r  of  the  District  organiza tion,  and  must  be  prope rly  submit ted  
to  the  SDEMSA  State  Treasure r .

E. Member s hip  to  the  organizat ion  will  be  required  to  par ticipa t e  in  any  State  
or  District  training/educ a t ional  activities  using  monies  from  the  State  
Association.  Membe r s hip  fees  may  be  paid  at  the  time  of  the  
training/educ a tional  activity.

Subsec t ion  2.   Associate  member s hip  shall  be  accorde d  to  persons  
who  have  an  intere s t  in  emergency  health  care  in  South  
Dakota  and  who  do  not  meet  the  criteria  of  active  
member s hip .  Associate  membe r s  will  not  be  entitled  to  
vote  or  hold  an  elective  office.

Subsec t ion  3.   Honora ry  member s  shall  include  those  persons  living  
or  dead  on  whom  the  Association  wishes  to  bestow  special
recognition

A. Any  active  member  may  submit  to  the  Executive  Council  
recomm e n d a t ions  for  honora ry  member s hip.   
Recomme n d a t ions  shall  be  in  writing  to  the  Secre t a ry  of  
the  Association  on  regula r  member s hip  forms,  including  
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details  of  outstanding  service.   Recomme n d a t ions  may
only  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Council.

B. Honorary  membe r s  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  dues  and
shall  not  be  eligible  to  vote  or  hold  elective  office.

C. Honorary  membe r s  may  be  appointed  to  commit te es  in  a
non- voting  role.

Subsec t ion  4.   Lifetime  membe r s  shall  be  accorded  to  any  living
past/p re s e n t  member  of  the  SDEMSA  meeting  the
following  require m e n t s :  (Updated  10/17)

A. Been a member of the Association for no less than 10 consecu tive years.
B. Been an active member of the Associa tion demons t r a t e d by such things as 

holding an office, assis ting with state or regional conference s , etc.
C. Been active in promoting EMS in their local communi ty or communi ties .
D. Nomina tions for lifetime member s hip shall be made to the state executive 

council prior to the 3rd quarter EC meeting (updated 10/2020)
E. The executive board shall approve granting lifetime member s hip by a 

majori ty vote to a maximum of five (5) per year.
F. Lifetime member s hip shall be announc ed at the state annual awards 

banque t .

G. Member s grante d lifetime membe r s hip shall not be required to pay dues 

and shall have all the privileges described for an active member .

Section 2.  All applica tions for member s hip must be made to either the
SDEMSA  State  Treasu re r      or  a
District  Treasu re r  of  the  Association.  (Updated  10/14)

Section  3.   The  annual  member s hip  dues  shall  be  set  by  the  Executive
Council.

Subsec t ion  1:  The  member s hip  dues  shall  be  distributed  as  follows:
Two- thirds  of  the  dues  collected  shall  be  placed  in  the  
SDEMSA  genera l  fund,  one- third  of  the  dues  will  be  
deposi ted  with  the  membe r’s  home  District .   Dues  will  be
deposi ted  within  30  days  of  receip t .  

Subsec t ion  2:  The  following  informa tion  must  be  obtained  or  verified
as  approp ria t e  when  dues  are  collected:
(1) Full name,
(2) Complete addre ss ,
(3) Medical related certification or license number- if 
applicable.  (updated 10/2020)
(4) “R” if renew al or “NM” if new membe r .
(5) Class of member s hip -- “Active” or “Associate”. This 
information will be shared between the State and 
District Treasu re s .
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Subsec t ion  3:  The  moneys  deposi ted  in  the  District  or  SDEMSA
general  fund  may  be  spent  only  by  approp ria t e  authorized
action  of  the  governing  body.

ARTICLE  II.   Organization:

 Section  1.   The  Associa tion  shall  derive  its  member s hip  from  the
constituency  of  seven  

 subsidia ry  district  organizat ions  and  out  of  state  member s .
(Updated  10/14)

 Subsec t ion  1.   The  bounda rie s  of  the  State  Association  shall  be:

A. District I will include the counties of Grant , Clark, Codington, Deuel, 
Kingsbury, Brookings, Miner, Lake and Moody.

B. District II will include the counties of McCook, Minneha h a , Turner , Lincoln, 
Clay, and Union.

C. District III will include the counties of. Jerauld, Sanborn , Brule, Aurora, 
Davison, Hanson, Gregory, Charles Mix, Douglas, Hutchinson, Bon Homme 
and Yankton.

D. District IV will include the counties of McPherson, Brown, Marshall,
Rober t s , Edmunds , Day, Faulk, Spink, Hand, and Beadle.

E. District V will include the counties of. Haakon, Stanley, Sully, Hyde,
Hughes , Buffalo, Lyman, Jones, Mellet te , Tripp, and Todd.

F. District VI will include the counties of Harding, Butte, Meade, Lawrence , 
Pennington, Fall River, Oglala Lakota , Bennet t , and Jackson , and Custer.
(updated 10/2020)

G. District VII will include the counties of Perkins, Corson, Campbell,
Walwor th , Potte r , Dewey, and Ziebach.

H. Out of state membe r s . (Updated 10/14)
 Subsect ion  2:   Each  district  will  elect  its  own  set  of  officers  who  shall

manage  the  affairs  of  the  District  and  repres e n t  the
District  in  the  State  organiza t ion  as  outlined  in  this  
documen t .

A. The  Officers  of  the  Districts  shall  be  elected  prior  to  the  close  of  the  Annual
meeting  of  the  Association.   Those  officers  elected  shall  be  installed  as  the
last  order  of  business  prior  to  the  close  of  the  Annual  meeting.  (Updated  11/11)

B. The  Presiden t  and  Vice- Presiden t  of  each  District  shall  serve  as
repres en t a t ives  of  the  District  on  the  Executive  Council.

C. The  Vice- Presiden t  of  the  District  shall  also  serve  as  the  District ' s
repres en t a t ive  on  the  Constitu tional  Revisions  Commit tee .

D. District  Secre t a r ie s  shall  maintain  proper  business  records  of  all  District
meetings .  Copies  of  all  minutes  shall  be  sent  to  the  State  Vice- Presiden t ,
District  Presiden t s ,  Historian  and  the  Editor  In  Chief  of  the  newslet t e r .
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E. The  District  Treasu re r  shall  be  responsible  for  all  financial  records  of  the
District .   The  Treasure r  of  the  District  shall  serve  on  the  Budget  Commit tee
of  the  Association.

Subsec t ion  3.    The  role  of  the  District  shall  be  for  the  promotion  of  
training  in  the  District  and  purposes  of  communica t ion
between  neighboring  services.

A. The Districts-The District will hold an annual meeting at any site selected by the 
membership of that district, with recommendation of quarterly meetings. (updated 
10/2020)

B. The quar te r ly meeting of the District The meeting of the District may include a 
training session designed for the improvement of emergency health care delivery in that 
District and the State.
  (updated 10/2020)

Subsect ion  4.  Out  of  state  member s
A. Out  of  state  member s  shall  be  exempt  from  Subsect ion
2  and  Subsec t ion  3.
B. Out  of  state  member s  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the
Annual  Conferenc e .
C. Out  of  state  membe r s  shall  be  allowed  to  attend
Association  trainings .  (Updated  10/14)

ARTICLE  II.   Organizat ion:

Section  1.   The  State  Associa tion  governing  board,  also  known  as  the  
Executive  Council,  will  consis t  of  the  five  (5)  State  Officers  elected  at
large,  togethe r  with  the  seven  (7)  District  Presiden t s ,  the  seven  (7)  
District  Vice- Presiden t s  and  two  (2)  member s  of  any  recognized  
society.  These  will  be  the  only  voting  membe rs  of  the  Executive  
Council.  (Updated  10/11)

Subsec t ion  1.   The  State  Officers  shall  be  Presiden t ,  Vice- Presiden t ,
Secre t a ry,  Treasu re r  and  State  Training  Officer.   This
group  will  serve  as  the  Executive  Commit tee .

Subsec t ion  2.   The  Standing  Committe es  shall  be  Executive,  Budget ,
Training,  Constitu tional  Revisions,  Public  Relations,  and
EMS  Memorial.

Subsec t ion  3.   Each  of  the  Commit tee s  shall  meet  at  the  direc tion  of  
the  Chairpe r son  of  that  committe e .   The  Executive  Council
shall  be  required  to  meet  at  least  quar te r ly.  (Update  October
2014)

Section  3.   A quorum  of  the  Executive  Council  shall  consist  of  no  less  than
four  of  the  five  State  Officers  or  their  proxy  to  any  distric t  officer,
and  eight  of  the  fourteen  District  Presiden ts  and  Vice- Presiden ts ,  
or  their  proxy.
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Section  4.   All binding  docume n t s  relating  to  the  SDEMSA  must  be  signed
by  two  member s  of  the  Executive  Committee  or  their  previously
approved  repre se n t a t ives .   True  copies  of  all  binding  documen t s
shall  be  maintained  by  the  SDEMSA  Secre t a ry.

Subsec t ion  1.   For  regula r  Association  business ,  signatu r e s  should  be
those  of  the  District  Presiden t  or  co-hosting  District
Presiden t s .  (Updated  10/14)

Subsec t ion  2.   For  documen t s  relating  to  the  Annual  meeting,  the
signatu re s  should  be  those  of  the  SDEMSA  Presiden t  and
the  host  District  Presiden t .

Section  5.   In  the  event  of  the  State  Presiden t  and  Vice- Presiden t  would
become  deceas ed  or  unable  to  complet e  their  duties,  the  State  
Secre t a ry  shall  be  responsible  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  
Executive  Council.   The  purpose  of  that  meeting  shall  be  for  the  
Executive  Council  to  select  and  appoint  from  its  member s  an  
Acting  Presiden t  of  the  SDEMSA.   The  person  appoint ed  shall  be  
entitled  to  all  privileges  of  the  Office  of  Presiden t  until  the  next  
Annual  meeting  at  which  time  the  office  shall  be  open  for  election.

Subsec t ion  1.   It  is  unlikely  that  the  five  (5)  State  Officers  should  ever
become  deceas ed  in  an  event .   If this  should  happen,  the  
Presiden t  from  whom  the  District  in  which  the  State  
Presiden t  was  a  member ,  shall  have  the  authori ty  to  call  
an  Executive  Council  meeting  for  the  purposes  as  stated  in
Section  5.

Subsec t ion  2.   These  procedu r e s  may  also  be  invoked  on  the  District
level  as  necessa ry.

Section  6.    SOCIETIES

Subsec t ion  1. Establishme n t .   The  Executive  Council  is  authorized
to  establish  Societies  of  the  Association  which  Societies
shall  have  as  member s ,  Active  Membe r s  of  the  
Association.

Subsec t ion  2.   Purposes .   A Society  may  be  established  for  the
purpose  of  forming  a  forum  within  the  Association  for  
those  membe r s  with  distinct  professional  interes t s  to  
share  ideas,  informa tion,  education,  and  to  assure  that  the
needs  and  concerns  of  these  member s  are  reflected  in  the  
policies  and  progra m s  of  the  Association  or  to  carry  out  
such  work  of  the  Associa tion  that  goes  beyond  the  work  
and  responsibili ties  of  Standing  Commit tee s .  
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Subsec t ion  3. Authori ty  and  Power.   Societies  are  established
under  policies  and  procedu r e s  promulga t ed  by  the  
Executive  Council.  Societies  shall  establish  opera t ing  
under  the  fiscal  control  of  the  Association,  and  shall  
continue  in  existence  so  long  as  the  Executive  Council  
may  dete rmine.  The  orders  and  authori ty  of  the  
Association  shall  be  supre m e  and  in  the  event  of  a  conflict
with  these  Bylaws  or  other  governanc e  procedu r es  of  the  
Association,  the  Associa tion  shall  prevail.  

Subsec t ion  4.  Guidelines.   Except  as  the  Executive  Council  may
otherwise  dete rmine,  any  Society  may  make  rules  for  the  
conduc t  of  its  business ,  but  unless  otherwise  provided  by  
the  Executive  Council,  its  business  shall  be  conduc ted  as  
nearly  as  may  be  in  the  same  manne r  as  is  provided  by  
these  Bylaws  for  the  conduc t  of  business  by  the  Executive
Council.   This  council  may,  by  resolution  adopted  by  two-
thirds  (2/3)  majority  of  the  whole  council,  termina te  the  
existence  of  any  Society  or  Societies.

Subsec t ion  5.    Goals  and  Objectives.   The  Societies  may  establish
goals  and  objectives.   Such  goals  and  objectives  shall  
become  effective  upon  approval  of  the  Executive  Council
of  the  Association.

Subsec t ion  6.    Member s hip.   Member s  of  the  Society  must  be  a  
member  of  the  Associa tion  first.  Member s hip  
Requirem e n t s :   Societies  may  establish  require m e n t s .
Such  additional  member s hip  require m e n t s  shall  be  
approved  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Association.

Subsec t ion  7.  Dues.   Each  Society  may  establish  an  annual  Society
dues  to  be  paid  by  member s  of  the  Society  subject  to  the
approval  of  Subsec t ion  5  

Subsec t ion  8.   Officers.   Each  Society  shall  establish  and  elect  such
officers  as  it  may  deem  necessa ry.   The  term  of  the  
officers  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Officers  of  the  
Association.   The  officers  shall  be  elected  from  and  by  the
member s  of  the  Society.   A member  of  a  Society  who  is  a  
State  or  District  officer  of  the  Association  may  hold  a  
Society  office  at  the  same  time.  (Updated  10/15)   

Subsec t ion  9.  Finances .   The  Society  shall  assume  all  expenses  of  
the  Society  opera t ion.   The  Association  Treasure r  shall  act
as  auditor  of  the  finances  of  the  Society.  (Updated  10/15)

Subsec t ion  10. Chapte r s .   A Society  may  form  Districts  whose
opera tions  shall  conform  to  the  Associa tion  Bylaws  and  
the  policies  and  procedu r e s  of  the  Society.   Districts  may
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or  may  not  have  the  same  bounda r ies  as  the  Association
Districts .

Subsec t ion  11. Annual  Meeting.   The  annual  meeting  of  the  general
member s hip  of  a  Society  shall  be  held  in  conjunction  with  
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa tion  and  upon  30  days  
written  notice  to  the  member s .   Officers  of  the  Society  
may  from  time  to  time  call  meetings  of  the  Society  at  least
one  of  which  shall  be  held  prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  
the  Association  so  that  a  repor t  can  be  presen t ed  to  the  
Executive  Council.

Subsect ion  12. Committe es .   The  Society  may  form  commit tee s .

Subsec t ion  13.  Two  (2)  member s  of  each  recognized  society  will  be
member s  of  the  Executive  Council.  These  two  (2)  
member s  will  be  dete rmined  by  the  society.  (Updated  11/11)

ARTICLE  III.   Officers .

Section  1.   The  State  Officers  of  the  Associa tion  shall  be  elected  to  serve
two  year  terms  with  the  Presiden t  and  Secre t a ry  being  elected  in  
even- number e d  years  and  Vice- Presiden t ,  Treasu re r  and  Training
Officer  being  elected  in  odd- number e d  years.   All nomina tions  for
State  Officers  shall  come  from  the  floor  and/or  from  the  
Nomina ting  Commit tee  at  the  annual  business  meeting.

Subsect ion  1.   The  State  Presiden t:

A. Shall serve as the Chairpe r son and a voting member of the Executive 
Council, in the event of a tie vote, and shall be an ex officio member of all 
commit t ee s of this Associa tion.

B. Shall forward to the Secre t a ry of the SDEMSA an agenda for each Executive 
Council meeting at least 30 days prior to the meeting.

C. Shall act as the Chairpe rson of all regula r or special meeting of the 
Association.

D. Shall be the official repre se n t a t ive of the Association when the Executive 
Council is not in session.  The Presiden t may appoint a tempora ry
repres en t a t ive as deeme d necessa ry.

E. Shall assum e the official duties of the Office of Presiden t the first Saturday 
in Decembe r following the election in accordanc e with Article III,
Subsect ion 7. (Update d 10/17)

F. Will have the responsibility of meeting at least once during their term of 
office with each of the Districts. (updated 10/2020) deleted other than their own.

G. Will be entitled to recover documen t e d expens es as established by the 
approved budge t .  Expenses exceeding the budge ted amount must be 
documen t e d and submit ted for approval by the Executive Council. 
Documen t a t ion must be by receipt and/or mileage vouche r .
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Subsect ion  2.   The  Vice- Presiden t  of  the  Association:

A. Is a membe r of the Executive Commit tee and Executive Council.
B. In the absence of the State Presiden t , the Vice- Presiden t shall Chair the 

meeting(s) of the Associa tion.
C. In the event the State Presiden t cannot complete their elected term, the 

State Vice- Presiden t shall then become the State Presiden t .  Should this 
occur, anothe r membe r of the Executive Council shall be appointed to the 
position of Vice- Presiden t .  This appointme n t shall be in accorda nce with 
Article II, Section 2.

D. May act as Editor of the Association newslet t e r , or appoint a person to this 
position with the approval of the Executive Council.

E. Is the ex officio Chairperson (updated 10/2020) of the Consti tu tional Revisions 
Commit tee .

F. Shall assum e the official duties of the Office of Vice- Presiden t on the first 
Saturday in Decembe r following their election in accordanc e with Article III, 
Subsec t ion 7. (Update d 10/17)

G. Will be entitled to recover documen t e d expens es as established by the 
approved budge t .  Expenses exceeding the budge ted amount must be 
documen t e d and submit ted for approval by the Executive Council. Documen t 
a t ion must be by receipt and/or mileage vouche r .

H. In the event the State Vice- Presiden t cannot complete their term the State 
Presiden t shall appoint an Acting State Vice- Presiden t to complete the term 
of office.  This appointme n t shall be in accordanc e with Article II.

 Subsect ion  3.  The  Secre t a ry  of  the  Association:

A. Is  a  voting,  member  of  the  Executive  Commit tee  and  the
Executive  Council.  In  the  event  that  the  State  Presiden t
and  State  Vice- Presiden t  offices  are  vacant ,  the  Secre t a ry
shall  invoke  Article  II,  Section  2.

B. Shall  receive  from  the  Presiden t  of  the  SDEMSA  an
agenda  for  each  Executive  Council  meeting  at  least  30
days  prior  to  the  meeting.  This  agenda  shall  be  mailed  to
all  Executive  Council  membe r s  at  leas t  fifteen  (15)  days
prior  to  the  meeting  date.

C. Shall  have  the  responsibility  for  maintaining  an  accura t e
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Council.  A
copy  of  these  records  will  be  forwarde d  within  fourteen
(14) days  to  all  membe rs  of  the  Executive  Council,  Editor
and  Editor- in-Chief  of  the  Newsle t te r ,  and  the  Historian.

D. Shall  be  the  ex  officio  Chairpe r son  of  the  Public  Relations
Committe e .

E. Shall  assum e  the  official  duties  of  the  Office  of  Secre t a ry
on  the  first  Saturday  in  Decembe r  following  their  election
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in  accordanc e  with  Article  III,  Subsect ion  7.  (Update d
10/17)

F. The  Secre t a ry  will  be  entitled  to  recover  docume n t e d
expenses  as  established  by  the  approved  budge t .
Expenses  exceeding  the  budge t ed  amount  must  be
documen t e d  and  submit ted  for  approval  by  the  Executive
Council.  Documen t a t ion  must  be  by  receipt  and/or  mileage
vouche r .

G. In  the  event,  the  State  Secre t a ry  cannot  complete  their
term  the  State  Presiden t  shall  appoint  an  Acting  State
Secre t a ry  to  complet e  the  term  of  office.  This  appointm en t
shall  be  accorda nce  with  Article  II.

Subsect ion  4.  The  Treasure r  of  the  Association:

A. Shall  have  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  an  accura t e  record  of  all
Association  funds  and  their  allocations .

B. Shall  produce  financial  repor t s  in  both  detail  and  summary  form  for  each
Executive  Council  meeting.   The  repor t  produced  for  the  October  Executive
Council  meeting  shall  repres en t  a  complet e  fiscal  year  financial  repor t .
Copies  of  these  repor ts  shall  be  distributed  to  all  Executive  Council
member s  at  the  beginning  of  each  meeting.

C. Shall  serve  as  the  ex  officio  Chairpe r son  of  the  Budge t  Commit te e .
D. Shall  be  bonded  at  the  Association ' s  expense  at  a  level  set  and  subject  to

change  by  the  Executive  Council.
E. Shall  assum e  the  official  duties  of  the  Office  of  Treasure r  on  the  first

Saturday  in  Decembe r  following  their  election  in  accordanc e  with  Article
III,  Subsec t ion  7.  (Updated  10/17)

F. Will  be  entitled  to  recover  documen t e d  expens es  as  established  by  the
approved  budge t .  Expenses  exceeding  the  budge t ed  amount  must  be
documen t e d  and  submit ted  for  approval  by  the  Executive  Council.

G. Documen t a t ion  must  be  by  receipt  and/or  mileage  vouche r .
H. All checks  drawn  on  the  Association ' s  account  must  be  signed  by  both  the

SDEMSA  State  Treasu re r  and  anothe r  member  of  the  Executive  Commit tee .
(Updated  10/14)

I. In  the  event  the  State  Treasu re r  cannot  complete  their  term,  the  State
Presiden t  shall  appoint  an  Acting  State  Treasure r  to  complete  the  term  of
office.

Subsect ion  5.   The  State  Training  Officer:

A. Will  have  the  responsibility  of  accura t e ly  managing  the  educa tion  and
training  of  the  Association.  (Updated  10/15)

B. Will  be  elected  at  the  Annual  Conference  as  a  voting  member  of  the
Executive  Council.   The  tern  of  this  position  will  be  two  years  with  elections
being  held  in  odd- number e d  years.

C. Will  chair  the  Education  Committe e .
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D. Will  repres en t  the  SDEMSA  at  the  NAEMT  Conference .
E. Will  be  required  to  give  a  written  repor t  to  the  Executive  Council  at  the  first

meeting  following  the  National  Conferenc e .   A concise  repor t  will  be
published  in  the  Associa tion  Newsle t t e r .

F. Will  be  entitled  to  recover  documen t e d  expens es  as  established  by  the
approved  budge t .   Expenses  exceeding  the  budge ted  amount  must  be
documen t e d  and  submit ted  for  approval  by  the  Executive  Council.
Documen t a t ion  must  be  by  receipt  and/or  mileage  vouche r .

Subsec t ion  6.  Liaison  Officer:  The  Liaison  Officer  is  the  only
Association  Officer  not  nominate d  from  the  floor  at  the  
conferenc e  and  elected  by  the  member s hip- at- large  at  the
Annual  meeting.

A. The  Liaison  Officer  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secre t a ry  of  Depar t m e n t  of
Health  and  will  serve  as  the  resource  link  betwee n  the  Division  of
Emerge ncy  Medical  Services  and  the  Association.   The  appointm e n t  to  the
position  will  be  with  the  advice  and  consen t  of  the  Executive  Council.
(Updated  10/15)

Subsect ion  7.   Transfe r  of  State  Officer  duties:

A. The  newly  elected  State  Officers  of  this  Association  shall  officially  take  their
new  office  on  or  about  as  practical  to  the  first  Saturday  in  December .   All
records ,  files,  repor ts  or  financial  records  shall  be  transfe r r e d  to  the
respec t ive  officer  at  this  time.

B. All Officers  will  sign  an  ‘Officers  Agreeme n t  Form’  upon  beginning  his/her
term  of  office.  This  must  be  submit ted  to  the  SDEMSA  Secre t a ry.   (Updated
10/17)

Section  2.   The  Officers  of  the  respec t ive  Districts  shall  be  elected  to  two  (2)
year  terms.   Each  District  shall  hold  an  annual  election.   The  
annual  election  shall  take  place  at  the  quar te r ly  District  meeting  
prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the  annual  meeting.   Even  number e d  
Districts  shall  elect  a  Presiden t  and  a  Secre t a ry  during  the  annual  
election  held  in  even  number e d  years.   The  Vice- Presiden t  and  
Treasu re r  of  even  number e d  Districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  
election  held  in  odd  number e d  year.   Odd  number e d  Districts  shall
elect  a  Presiden t  and  Secre t a ry  at  the  annual  election  held  in  odd  
numbe re d  years.   The  Vice- Presiden t  and  Treasu re r  of  odd  
numbe re d  Districts  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual  election  held  in  
even  numbere d  years.   This  election  shall  not  preven t  a  District  
from  filling  an  office  which  has  been  vacated  due  to  resigna t ion,  
impeach m e n t ,  death,  or  other  cause  during  a  year  in  which  the  
election  for  that  office  is  not  to  be  held  under  this  section.   The  

12



respec t ive  elected  District  Officers  shall  be  Presiden t ,  Vice-
Presiden t ,  Secre t a ry,  and  Treasure r .  (Updated  10/17)

Subsec t ion  1.   The  Presiden t  shall  be  elected  by  the  member s hip  of  
the  respec tive  District .

A. The  duty  of  the  District  Presiden t  shall  be  to  preside  over  the  affairs  of  the
District .

B. It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiden t  to  repre se n t  their  District  on  the
Executive  Council.

C. It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiden t  to  assign  personnel  to  appointed
positions.  (Updated  10/15)

Subsec t ion  2.   The  Vice- Presiden t  of  the  District  shall  also  be  elected
by  the  member s hip  of  the  District .

A. The  Vice- Presiden t  shall  have  all  duties  normally  accorded  a  Vice- Presiden t
and  may  act  in  the  stead  of  the  Presiden t  if it  becomes  impossible  for  the
Presiden t  to  maintain  their  duties.

B. It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice- Presiden t  to  repre se n t  their  District  on
the  Executive  Council.

C. The  Vice- Presiden t ' s  of  the  Districts  will  also  repres e n t  their  respec tive
Districts  on  the  Consti tu tional  Revisions  Commit tee .

D. The  Vice- Presiden t s  of  the  Districts  shall  also  serve  as  Assistant  Editors  of
the  State  Associa tion  Newsle t t e r .

Subsec t ion  3.   The  Secre t a ry  of  the  District  shall  also  be  elected  by  
the  member s  of  the

 respect ive  District.

A. The  District  Secre t a r i es  shall  maintain  proper  business  records  of  all
District  meetings .   Copies  of  all  minutes  shall  be  sent  to  the  State  Presiden t ,
District  Presiden t s ,  State  Secre t a ry,  District  Secre t a r ie s ,  Historian  and  the
Editor- in-Chief  of  the  Newsle t t e r  within  fourteen  (14)  days  of  the  meeting.

B. It  will  be  the  responsibili ty  of  the  District  Secre t a ry  to  work  with  the
District  Treasu re r  to  maintain  an  accura t e  record  of  the  member s hip  of  the
District .

Subsec t ion  4.   The  Treasu re r  of  the  District  will  also  be  elected  from
the  member s hip  of  the  District .

A. It  will  be  the  responsibili ty  of  the  District  Treasu re r  to  maintain  an  accura t e
record  of  all  monies  received  and  spent  by  the  District  and  presen t  evidence
of  all  transac t ions  upon  reques t .

B. It  will  be  the  responsibili ty  of  the  Association  Treasure r  to  forward  to  the
District  Treasu re r  the  amount  of  each  member s  dues  which  has  been
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dete rmined  to  be  appropria t e  to  suppor t  the  activities  of  the  District.  (Refer
to  article  1,  Section  3)

C. The  District  Treasu re r  will  also  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Budget  Commit tee
of  the  Association.

D. The  Treasure r  must  give  a  financial  repor t  to  the  member s  presen t  at  the
quar t e r ly  meetings  and  submit  a  written  repor t  to  the  Executive  Council
prior  to  the  commence m e n t  of  the  Annual  meeting.

Section  3.  Impeach m e n t  of  Officers.

A. All elected  officers  of  the  Association  are  subject  to  impeach m e n t  for
negligence  and/or  misuse  of  the  office.

B. Impeach m e n t  proceedings  involves  any  regula r  membe r  presen ting ,  in
writing,  to  the  Executive  Body,  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  Annual  or
quar t e r ly  meeting,  reasons  for  impeachm e n t  of  said  officer(s).

C. The  officer(s)  cited  for  impeachm e n t  may  presen t ,  in  writing,  their  defense
to  all  member s  of  the  Executive  Council  no  less  than  fifteen  (15)  days  prior
to  the  Annual  or  quar te r ly  meeting.

D. Each  side  will  be  granted  fifteen  (15)  minutes  to  verbally  presen t  their
argum en t s  before  the  Executive  Council.

E. Impeach m e n t  of  an  officer  requires  a  two- thirds  (2/3)  vote  of  the  regula r
member s hip  presen t  at  the  Annual  or  quar te r ly  meeting.

F. Within  five  (5)  days  of  the  final  proceedings  of  impeach m e n t ,  if impeached
from  office,  all  records  per taining  to  the  SDEMSA  will  be  relinquished  to  an
officer  of  the  District  from  which  the  person  resides.  (Updated  10/15)

Section  3.   No  individual  may  hold  office  at  both  the  District  and  State  level
concur re n t ly.

Subsec t ion  1.   Curren tly  seated  officers  may  run  for  any  other  office
open  for  election  during  their  term.   If elected  to  a  new  
position,  they  must  resign  their  previous  post,  in  writing,
within  seven  (7)  days  of  their  installation  into  their  new  
office.

Subsect ion  2.   Resigna tions  must  be  submit ted ,  in  writing,  to  the
State  Secre t a ry.

ARTICLE  IV.   Meetin g s :

Section  1.   The  Districts  will  hold  a  minimum  of  three  (3)  quar te r ly  meetings
per  year  with  member s hip  being  notified,  individually,  no  less  than
fourteen  (14)  days  before  said  meeting.

Section  2.   The  Associa tion  will  sponsor  the  Annual  meeting  to  serve  as  the
fourth  quar te r ly  meeting  for  the  member s  of  the  Associa tion.

ARTICLE  V.   Committ e e s :
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Section  1.   Association  Standing  Commit tee s .

Subsect ion  1.   The  Executive  Commit tee .

A. Shall  be  composed  of  the  Presiden t ,  Vice- Presiden t ,  Secre t a ry,  Treasur e r ,
and  State  Training  Officer  of  the  State  Association.

B. Shall  preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council.

Subsect ion  2.  The  Budge t  Committe e .

A. Shall be composed of the Treasu re r of each District .
B. Will cause the Treasu re r’s records to be reviewed annually by a non-

partisan commit t ee with a repor t of such to be presen te d to the Annual 
meeting.

C. The SDEMSA fiscal year runs from Octobe r 1 through Septe m b e r 30.
D. Shall meet with the Executive Council at the 3rd Quarter meeting with a proposed 

budget to be presented at the next Annual meeting. This draft budget will be finalized at 
the Executive Council meeting prior to the annual meeting.  The approved budget will be 
presented by the Budget Committee at the first business session of the Annual meeting.
 (updated 10/2020)

E. Will meet as required prior to the Annual meeting to prepa r e the Annual 
SDEMSA financial repor t and proposed budge t .  Committe e membe r s will 
be entitled to mileage for such meetings upon prope r presen t a t ion of 
expenses to the Executive Council. (Updated 10/14)

Subsect ion  3.   The  Constitu tion  Revisions  Commit tee .

A. Shall  be  made  up  of  the  Vice- Presiden t s  of  each  District .
B. Shall  review  the  Consti tu t ion  and  Bylaws  of  this  organizat ion  annually.  This

review  shall  be  conduc te d  prior  to  the  Annual  meeting.   The  Committe e  may
recomm e n d  changes  necessa ry  to  keep  the  Constitu tion  and  Bylaws  up  to
date . (Updated  11/11)

C. It  will  the  responsibili ty  of  the  Consti tu t ional  Revisions  Commit tee  to  review
each  amend m e n t  prope rly  proposed  to  the  Associa tion  and  to  make  a
recomm e n d a t ion  on  passage  to  the  Associa tion  Annual  meeting,  at  which
time  the  amend m e n t s  will  be  acted  upon.

D. Proposed  changes  to  the  Constitu tion  and/or  Bylaws  will  be  published  in  the
Association  newsle t t e r  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  Annual  meeting.

E. Will  be  responsible  for  the  circula tion  of  a  copy  of  the  proposed
amendm e n t ( s)  to  all  who  registe r  for  the  Annual  meeting.

Subsect ion  4.   The  Public  Relations  Commit tee .

A. Shall  be  composed  of  one  (1)  membe r  from  each  District
to  be  appointed  by  the  Presiden t  of  the  respec t ive  District .

B. It  will  be  the  responsibili ty  of  the  Public  Relations
Committe e  to  make  known  to  the  public  the  activities  of
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the  Association  which  the  Executive  Council  deems
pertinen t  to  the  function  of  the  Associa tion.

Subsect ion  5.   The  Educa tion  Committee .

A. Shall be composed of the State Training Officer and one (1) Training Officer 
from each District to be appointed by the Presiden t of the respec t ive District .

B. May sugges t training to be utilized by the SDEMSA.
C. Any training activity planned will be provided to the State Training Officer prior to the 

date scheduled for training. (updated 10/2020, deleted old section B, and replaced section C 
with above language)

Subsect ion  6.   The  EMS  Memorial  Commit tee .

A. Shall  be  composed  of  the  SDEMSA  State  Secre t a ry  and  the  Secre t a r ie s  of
each  District .  (Update  October  2014)

B. Shall  be  responsible  for  seeing  to  the  cleaning,  care,  mainten a nc e  and  up
keep  of  the  EMS  Memorial  on  the  Capitol  grounds  in  Pierre ,  SD.

C. Shall  be  responsible  for  meeting  to  conside r  eligibility  for  name  placeme n t
upon  the  EMS  Memorial  when  submission  of  a  written  nomina tion  is
provided  to  the  EMS  Memorial  Commit tee  by  a  membe r  of  the  SDEMSA.

D. Shall  be  responsible  for  submit ting  a  written  repor t  to  the  Executive
Council  of  the  commit tee  recomm e n d a t ion  for  name  placem en t  for
ratification  by  the  Executive  Council  at  the  next  scheduled  quar t e r ly
meeting.

E. Shall  be  responsible  for  the  memorial  service  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  (Updated
10/14)

Subsect ion  7.  Conference  Commit tee  (Updated  10/14)

Section  2.  Association  Ad Hoc  Commit tee s

Subsect ion  1.  Nomina tions  Commit tee

A. Shall  be  comprised  of  at  least  two  (2)  membe r s  appointed
by  the  Presiden t  of  the  Association.

B. Shall  be  responsible  for  recrui ting  candida t e s  for  state
office  positions.  (Updated  10/16)

ARTICLE  VI.   Annual  memb er s h ip  fees:

Section  2.   The  annual  member s hip  fees  of  the  Association  may  be  payable
to  the  South  Dakota  EMS  Association  (SDEMSA).   Fees  may  be  
collected  in  accorda nce  with  Article  II,  Section  2.  (Updated  10/17)

ARTICLE  VII.   Voting:
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Section  1.   Only  paid  Active  and  Lifetime  member s  shall  be  eligible  to  vote  
at  the  Annual  or  District  meetings .  (Updated  10/17)

Section  2.   Voting  at  the  Annual  meeting  will  require  voting  member s  to  
presen t  their  curren t  creden t ial  cards.   Measure s  may  be  passed  
by  a  plurality  of  eligible  votes  cast.  (Updated  10/17)

Section  3.   Election  of  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  done  in  the  
following  manne r .

Subsec t ion  1.   All officers  shall  be  nomina ted  from  the  floor  during  the
business  portion  of  the  meeting  and/or  by  the  Nomina ting  
Committe e .

Subsec t ion  2.   Any  person  nomina ted  for  an  office  must  either  accept  
or  rejec t  the  nomina tion  before  nomina tions  are  closed.   
Nominees  presen t  at  the  Annual  meeting  may  accep t  or  
reject  their  respect ive  nomination  verbally.   Persons  
nomina ting  a  member  not  presen t  at  the  meeting  must  
presen t  a  letter  from  the  nominee  stating  their  accepta nc e
of  said  nomina tion.  (Updated  10/17)

Subsec t ion  3.   All officers  shall  be  elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  ballots  
cast  at  the  Annual  meeting.

Subsec t ion  4.   Secre t  ballots  shall  dete rmine  the  outcome  of  the  
election(s).

Subsec t ion  5.   Ballots  containing  write- ins  or  imprope rly  marked  will  
not  be  counted.

Subsec t ion  6.   No  absen te e  voting  will  be  allowed  for  the  election  of  
State  Officers  at  the  meeting.

Section  4.  Where  Associa tion  business  arises  that  require s  atten t ion  that  
must  be  voted  on  by  the  Executive  Council,  the  voting  shall  be  allowed  to  be
address e d  via  electronic  means.  The  votes  shall  be  tallied  by  the  SDEMSA  
State  Secre t a ry  and  recorded  at  the  next  Executive  Council  meeting.  (Updated
10/17)

ARTICLE  VIII.   Amendm e n t s:

Section  1.   Proposed  revisions  to  these  Bylaws  must  be  submit ted  to  the  
Secre t a ry  of  the  Associa tion  ninety  (90)  days  before  the  
commenc e m e n t  of  the  Annual  meeting.
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Section  2.   Only  Active  membe r s  of  the  Association  may  submit  amendm e n t  
proposals  must  be  signed  by  two  (2)  curren t  Active  member s  for  
the  purpose  of  moving  and  seconding.

Section  3.   The  Constitu t ional  Revisions  Committee  shall  meet  and  discuss  
the  proposed  amendm e n t s  prior  to  the  Annual  meeting  at  which  
the  amendm e n t  is  to  be  introduce d.

Section  4.   The  Constitu t ional  Revisions  Committee  shall  recomm e n d  either  
a  do  pass,  do  not  pass,  or  no  recomm e n d a t ion  to  the  annual  
meeting  with  both  the  majori ty  and  minori ty  opinions  of  the  
Committe e  be  given  a  chance  to  speak.

Section  5.   The  Constitu t ional  Revisions  Committee  shall  distribute  a  copy  
of  all  proposed  amendm e n t s  to  each  member  registe r ing  for  the  
Annual  meeting  prior  to  the  business  meeting  at  which  it  will  be  
voted  upon.

Section  6.   Proposed  amend m e n t s  shall  be  declared  approved  upon  
receiving  an  affirmative  vote  of  two- thirds  (2/3)  of  the  member s  
casting  a  ballot  at  the  Annual  meeting.

ARTICLE  IX.   Parliame n tary  procedur e:

Section  1.   The  curren t  version  of  Robert ' s  Rules  of  Order  shall  guide  all  
mat te r s  of  procedu r e  not  previously  covered  in  or  in  conflict  with  
these  Bylaws.  (Updated  10/17)
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